


How will the colposcopy services manage in a 
primary HPV screening environment? 
• Referral Value NHS 2013: The number of abnormal tests referred to 

colposcopy to detect one case of CIN2+
• NHS 2016 (unpublished data).
• Unvaccinated screening population.
• Cytology RV 2.2. HPV 16 RV 7.1. HPV 18 RV 21.0 in cytology negative 

HPV positive women.
• HPV 16 RV 3.5 x Cytology.







HPV detects an infection not a cancer 
precursor
• Most women will resolve the infection
• The majority of HRHPV women will have no cytological, histological or 

colposcopic abnormality
• 4/51 ( 7.8%) Cytology negative HPV16/18 positive women had CIN 2+ 

Austin RM 2015.
• How do we care appropriately for these HRHPV positive women?
• Co-testing would allow for safe conservative management in the 

community. 



Is it safe to not screen NZ women under 25 ?





Is it safe to not screen NZ women under 25?

• International data suggest that this may be safe.
• But…
• Early age of first intercourse in NZ
• High rates of CIN3 in NZ U25.
• No evidence to support the view that the natural history of CIN3 is 

different in the U25
• No evidence to support the view that conservative management of early 

stage invasive cancer is not associated with progression.
• NZ data on invasive cancers in the 25-30 age group would be helpful. 





LBC effective at detecting early invasive 
cancer in U25



LBC effective at detecting early invasive 
cancer in the U25
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Conclusion

• Co-testing using LBC and HRHPV is the best test for NZ women
• Co-testing mitigates concerns about reduced cancer protection at 

extended screening intervals
• Co-testing allows for community based conservative follow up of 

Cytology negative HRHPV positive women.
• Co-testing guarantees the vitality of the cytology work force
• Co-testing therefore mitigates transition risk over the next 10 years.
• 5 yearly Co-testing need not cost more than our current 3 yearly LBC. 
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